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"I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all
grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down.
Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction."- Proverbs 24:30-32. No doubt
Solomon was sometimes glad to lay aside the robes of state, escape from the forms of court, and go through
the country unknown. On one occasion, when he was doing so, he looked over the broken wall of a little estate
which belonged to a farmer of his country. This estate consisted of a piece of ploughed land and a vineyard.
One glance showed him that it was owned by a sluggard, who neglected it, for the weeds had grown right
plentifully and covered all the face of the ground. From this Solomon gathered instruction. Men generally
learn wisdom if they have wisdom. The artist's eye sees the beauty of the landscape because he has beauty in
his mind. "To him that hath shall be given," and he shall have abundance, for he shall reap a harvest even from
the field that is covered with thorns and nettles.
There is a great difference between one man and another in the use of the mind's eye. I[2] have a book
entitled, "The Harvest of a Quiet Eye," and a good book it is: the harvest of a quiet eye can be gathered from a
sluggard's land as well as from a well-managed farm. When we were boys we were taught a little poem,
called, "Eyes and no Eyes," and there was much of truth in it, for some people have eyes and see not, which is

much the same as having no eyes; while others have quick eyes for spying out instruction. Some look only at
the surface, while others see not only the outside shell but the living kernel of truth which is hidden in all
outward things.

